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“Statecraft in an Age of Fracture”-Berlin-Conference (13-14 July 2026) 
 

Academic Exchange Conference at 
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB)  

3rd Floor Conference Room 
(A310)  

 
 

SUNDAY, 12 JULY 

 

Arrival in Berlin at Marriott-Hotel 

07:30 meeting in the hotel-lobby & walk to optional dinner at Grimm’s 

08:00 Grimm’s Restaurant (Flottwellstr. 45, 10785 Berlin)  

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, JULY 13 

 

9:30-09:45 Welcome and introduction  

 Charles Kupchan, Jack Snyder, Peter Trubowitz, Michael Zürn  

 

 

09:45-11:45 Panel 1: Polarization and Ideological Fixation  

 

Chair Peter Trubowitz 

 

Nicole Deitelhoff & Jonas Wolf: Polarization Going Global? Patterns and Effects of 

Polarization Dynamics 

Azar Gat: The Phenomenon of Ideological Fixation 

Yotam Margalit: Polarization and the New Politics of the Center 

Lena Röllicke: Beyond Black-and-White: Reducing (different types of) Affective Polarization 

in Times of Rising Illiberalism 

 

11:45-12:00 Coffee break 

https://www.marriott.com/de/hotels/berjw-jw-marriott-hotel-berlin/overview/
https://www.grimms-hotel.de/restaurant-potsdamer-platz/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/people/peter-trubowitz
https://www.prif.org/en/ueber-uns/team/person/nicole-deitelhoff
https://www.prif.org/en/ueber-uns/team/person/jonas-wolff
https://english.tau.ac.il/profile/azargat
https://www.ymargalit.net/
https://www.uni-giessen.de/de/fbz/fb03/institutefb03/soziologie/personen/mitarbeiter/roellike
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12:00-14:00 Panel 2: Polarization and Right-Wing Populism: Foreign Policy Implications 

 
Chair Michael Zürn 

 

Tanja Börzel: From Contestations to Erosion and Bloc Building? Polarization and the Future of 

the Liberal International Order 

Nils Kumkar: Right-wing Populism, Communicative Polarization, and Foreign Policy  

Murat Somer: Pernicious Polarizers, Statecraft and Foreign Policy: Causes, Risks and 

Correctives 

Eran Shamir-Borer: Rule of Lawlessness: How Domestic Hostility to the Rule of Law Shapes 
Foreign Policy toward the International Legal Order 
 

 

14:00-15:00 Lunch 

 

15:00-16:30 Panel 3: A Practitioner’s View 

 

Chair: Charles Kupchan  

 

Input by Dr. Norbert Röttgen, MdB 

 

 

19:00 Dinner (tbc) 

(Likely: Restaurant Acht& Dreißig or other location)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wzb.eu/en/persons/michael-zurn
https://www.polsoz.fu-berlin.de/en/polwiss/forschung/international/europa/team/index.html
https://www.socium.uni-bremen.de/ueber-das-socium/mitglieder/gesamtverzeichnis/nils-c-kumkar/
https://www.ozyegin.edu.tr/en/faculty/muratsomer
https://en.idi.org.il/experts/45925
https://gufaculty360.georgetown.edu/s/contact/00336000014RjepAAC/charles-a-kupchan
https://www.bundestag.de/webarchiv/abgeordnete/biografien20/R/roettgen_norbert-857928
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TUESDAY, JULY 14  

 

9:30-11:30 Panel 4: The Dynamics of Polarization 

 

Chair: Jack Snyder 

 

Margit Cohn: Post-February Developments in Israel: War, Future Elections and Continued 

Democratic Backsliding 

Marina Henke: Zeitenwende or Continuity? Germany’s Quest for a Grand Strategy 

Kenneth Schultz: Hegemonic Decline under Polarization, Illiberalism, and Democratic 

Erosion 

Gayil Talshir: Ideological Realignment in Times of Populism in Power: Internal 

Transformations, External Consequences 

 

11:30-11:45 Coffee Break 

 

11:45-13:15  Panel 5: Strategy Ahead? 

 

Chair: Charles Kupchan 

 

Lauren Sukin: Designing U.S. Nuclear Policy Under Enduring Polarization 

Shaul Shenhav: Toward a Narrative Approach to Mapping and Reducing Polarization in 

Political Rhetoric 

Jennifer McCoy: Mitigating Pernicious Polarization that Divides Both Domestically and 

Internationally 

 

13:30-14:15 Light Lunch, Lessons and What’s Next 

 

Chair Michael Zürn 

 

19:00 Dinner for Those Who Stay at Michael’s Place (Fabeckstr. 73A, 14195 Berlin) 

https://en.law.huji.ac.il/Margit-Cohn
https://www.hertie-school.org/en/who-we-are/profile/person/henke
https://politicalscience.stanford.edu/people/kenneth-schultz
https://en.politics.huji.ac.il/people/gayil-talshir
https://www.politics.ox.ac.uk/person/lauren-sukin
https://shaulshenhav.huji.ac.il/
https://sites.gsu.edu/jmccoy/

